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Kentucky Library Association Conference 


FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY, OCTOBER 10-12 
HEADQUARTERS: NEW CAPITAL HOTEL 


Hotel Rates 

New Capital Hotel, 50 Rooms 

Double bed, with bath, $4.00; without bath, $2.75 
Twin beds, with bath, $5.00; without bath, $2.00 
Suites for two, $6.00; for three, $7.50; for four, $8.00 
Single room with bath, $2.75; without bath, $2.00 


Lyons Hotel, 30 Rooms 
Double bed, with bath, $3.00 
Twin beds, with bath, $3.50 
Single room, with bath, $2.00 


TENTATIVE PROGRAM 


REGISTRATION 

New Capital Hotel 

Thursday, October 10, 7:00 P. M. 

Friday, October 11, 8:30 A. M., 1:00, 6:00 P, M. 
Saturday, October 12, 8:30 A. M. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 10 


7:30 P. M. First General Session, Ballroom, New 

‘Capital Hotel 

Music 

Address of Weleome 

Response: Miss Edna J. Grauman, Louisville, 
President Elect 

Presentation of Conference theme, ‘‘From Plan- 
ning to Action’’, Miss Julia Wright Merrill, 
Chief, Public Library Division and Department 
of Information and Advisory Services, Ameri- 
ean Library Association 

Announcements 


FRIDAY, OCTOBER 11 


8:00 A. M. Breakfasts 

Junior Section Chimney Corner 
Miss Eleanor Schmitt, Chairman 

College and University Librarians, Frankfort 

Hotel 

Mrs. Alice Palmer Morris, Chairman 

Publie Libraries, New Capital Hotel 
Miss Harriet Boswell, Chairman 

9:30 A. M. First Business Session, Ballroom New Cap- 

ital Hotel 

Minutes of last meeting 

Reports: 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Audit Committee 
Bulletin 

A. L. A. Convention, Miss Evelyn J. Schneider, 
Louisville 

A. L. A. Membership 

Kentucky Certification Board, Mr. Harold F. 
Brigham, Louisville 


Publicity Committee, Miss Virginia Engle, Berea ‘ 


Appointment of Resolutions Committee 
Report of Nominating Committee 
Election of Officers 


Outline of Program 1940-41, Miss Edna J. Grau- 
man 


10:30 A. M. Kentucky Citizens’ Library League Busi- | 


ness Meeting 
12:15 P. M. Joint Luncheon and Program, Kentucky 
Citizens’ Library League and Kentucky Li- 
brary Association, Kentucky Room, New Cap- 
ital Hotel 
2:00 P. M. Second General Session, Ballroom, New 
Capital Hotel 
Panel Discussion: State Planning 
Dr. John G. Barrow, Berea, Leader 
4:30 Tea 
7:30 P. M. Dinner. Kentucky Room, Capital Hotel 
Miss Mary I. Floyd, Presiding 
' Mrs, Gordie Young, Frankfort, Toastmistress 
Address : 
‘*Books and Libraries’’, 
Theodore Wesley Koch, Librarian North- 
western University 


SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12 


8:00 A. M. Breakfasts 

School Library Section. Frankfort Hotel 
Mrs, Kate Turner Barton, Chairman 

Illinois Library School Group. Capital Hotel 
Mrs. James Sublett, Chairman 

9:30 A. M. Second Business Session. 

Capital Hotel. 

Reports: 
Junior Section Program for 1940-41 
School Libraries Program for 1940-41 
College Libraries Program for 1940-41 
Public Libraries Program for 1940-41 

Mark Godman, State School Supervisor, Frank- 
fort 

Kentucky Libraries in the National Defense Pro- 
gram, Miss Julia Wright Merrill. 

Summary of Conference Theme 

Report of Resolutions Committee 

Announcements 

Adjournment. 


Ballroom, New 


For all who wish to go, a drive will be arranged to 
the following places of interest in Frankfort: The 
Kentucky Historical Society, Liberty Hall, The 
Frankfort Public Library, The State Capitol, Ken- 
tucky’s Westminister Abbey. 
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Historic Frankfort 


JANET TAYLOR CANNON* 





After a lapse of many years the 
Kentucky Library Association will 
hold its 1940 session at the State 
Capital October 10-12.” 

No doubt the majority of the 
Association have visited the little 
old town from time to time and 
know something of its situation 
and its principal features, its State 
buildings, its ‘‘Corner in Celebri- 
ties’? and its beautiful surrounding 
hills and historic Cemetery. Per- 
haps they will be interested in 
knowing a few things about its his- 
tory as that of a town established 
by the Virginia Legislature long 
before there was any thovght that 
it might some day become the Cap- 
ital of a new State. 

In October, 1786 General James 
Wilkinson, a distinguished officer 
of the Revolutionary War, secured 
from the Virginia Assembly the 
charter for the town and for a fer- 
ry across the Kentucky River, near 
Frank’s Ford, so named in. kbnor 
of Stephen Frank, who in 1780 had 
been shot by Indians while cross- 
ing the river at this place. In lay- 
ing out the town, Wilkinson named 
the streets and alleys as the older 
ones are known today. He built 
a large log and frame house near 
the ferry for his residenee, and for 
a “place of entertainment’’ for 
travelers and established himself 
as a man of importance in the com- 
munity, keeping a military guard 
to protect the workmen from the 
Indians. In a short time however, 
lereasing troubles with the In- 
dians who resented the persistence 
of would-be permanent settlers, 
nade it necessary for Wilkinson to 
return to active service in the 
army, and in‘ 1791 he took com- 
mand of the Military Post at Fort 
Washington, (now _ Cincinnati) 
leaving Judge Harry Innes to dis- 
pose of his property at Frankfort 
to Andrew Holmes for 300,000 
pounds of first class tobacco ‘‘de- 
livered in good order at New Or- 
leans.’’ . 

Hardly had Holmes taken pos- 
session of his new domain, on 
Which already a number of sub- 
stantial houses had been erected 
and a tobacco and hemp ware-house 
tstablished, than the admission of 





Kentucky to the Union was affect- 
ed and a selection of a site for a 
Capital was to be made. Holmes 
immediately secured the co-opera- 
tion of those men who had already 
settled in Frankfort and of others 
who wished to make it their home. 
He offered to the Legislative Com- 
mittee a four-acre lot. This offer 
and other donations were accepted. 
The Legislature, which held its first 
sessions in the newly erected Mar- 
ket House in Lexington, adjourned 
in November 1792 ‘‘to meet on No- 
vember 1, 1793 at the house of An- 
drew Holmes at Frankfort.’’ 

The First State House, a plain 
stone building, was completed in 
1794 in spite of the roving bands 
of Indians who made threats from 
the surrounding hill-tops and mid- 
night visits to the little town, mak- 
ing a military guard necessary. 
The Governor’s Mansion or ‘‘ Pal- 
ace’’ was built in 1796, and ‘‘Lib- 
erty Hall’’ the handsome home de- 
signed by Thomas Jefferson for 
Senator John Brown, was built the 
same year. 

The new State officials moved 
their families to Frankfort. as the 
law then required, and the ‘‘Cor- 
ner in Celebrities’? had its begin- 
ning, for many of the owners and 
occupants of the handsome old 
houses in the south-western part 
of the town became distinguished 
in National affairs as well as in 
those of the State. Handsome 
houses were also built around the 
State House and north of it, and 
continued to be occupied by State 
officials and their families until the 
building of the New Capitol in 
South Frankfort made their loea- 
tion less desirable. 

The first State House was de- 
stroyed by fire in 1813, and the 
second in 1824. In 1829 the hand- 
some stone building. designed by 
the young Lexington architect, 
Gideon Shryock, was completed. 
This building is considered an 
architectural gem. 

The New Capitol, designed by 
the noted architect Frank An- 
drews, of New York, was complet- 
ed in 1910. 

It was in the early years that 
Frankfort beeame library  con- 
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scious, for on Jantary.31, 1872, 
the Legislature granted a charter 
for a Cireulating Library in the 
eity of Frankfort. In 1820 the 
State Library was established by 
an act of Kentucky Legislature and 
in 1880 the Kentucky Historical 
Society was chartered for the pur- 
pose of collecting and preserving 
Kentuckiana. In 1910 the Ken- 
tucky Library Commission, now 
the Extension Division of the De- 
partment of Library and Archives, 
was organized. 

Today, the Frankfort Public Li- 
brary is a tax-supported library 
and is located in the Woman’s 
Club. 

The State Library, located in the 
New Capitol, is the repository of 
about 200,000 volumes, not ineclud- 
ing newspapers, pamphlets, and 
manuseripts. It is a depository 
for the U. S. publie documents, and 
contains also reports and statutes 
of all states and territories. A re- 
cent addition is the original manu- 
script of the first constitution of 
Kentucky, which was pre:ented to 
the state by the University of Chi- 
cago. 

The Library Extension Division, 
located in the Old Capitol Build- 
ing, was organized to give service 
to the state, rather than house 
books. Aside from the traveling 
libraries this department sends out 
to all parts of Kentucky, the staff 
is kept busy compiling library 
statistics, assisting already estab- 
lished school and publie libraries, 
and assuming leadership in the or- 
ganization of new libraries. 

The library of the Kentucky His- 
torical Society, also housed in the 
Old Capitol, contains a large col- 
lection of rare books and documents 
relative to the state’s history. 
Here is collected much valuable 
material in marriage certificates 
and vital statistics. There are 
county records dating from the 
first compiled. These, with an ex- 
tensive historical and genealogical 
library, afford an excellent means 
of tracing one’s ancestry or arriv- 
ing at an historical fact. 

We extend a cordial invitation 
to all Kentucky librarians to visit 
Frankfort libraries during their 
stay in Frankfort. 

*Sceretary. Kentucky State His- 

torical Society. 
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The President’s Message 





FROM PLANNING TO ACTION 


The above theme was the head- 
ing on a letter from Ralph Munn, 
President of the American Library 
Association, to state agencies in 
February, 1940, in which he said: 
‘*T propose as a first step that the 
states move from the planning of 
the last few years into movements 
for putting those plans into effect,’’ 
... Miss Culver, who is now presi- 
dent of the A. L. A., reminds us 
that the outstanding objective of 
the Association has for sixty-four 
years been complete and adequate 
library coverage for the United 
States and Canada. Then she 
adds in her message, ‘‘I want to 
eall on all librarians of whatever 
library field and on all friends of 
libraries in America and on all pa- 
triotie citizens to help.’’ 

During the American Library 
Association session in Cincinnati in 
May, 1940, the Citizens Library 
League held a luncheon meeting. 
Governors of various states sent 
greetings to this group. Our own 
Governor Johnson spoke of the li- 
brary association in these words, 
‘‘This democratic body is one of 
the most universal of all Ameri- 
can agencies for popular education. 
It is to be congratulated upon its 
program to arouse more interest on 
the part of citizens in their librar- 
ies and to make available to the 
public the materials necessary to 
promote liberal, intelligent think- 
ing.”’ 

The Kentucky Library Associa- 
tion has long had the ambition for 
complete library coverage for the 
state as well as a desire to ‘‘meke 
available to the public the mater- 
ials necessary to promote liberal, 
intelligent thinking.’’ To be a 
part of such a program is worthy 
of our best efforts. 

Much has been done, but much 
more needs to be done. The library 
Extension Department has done ex- 
cellent work for public library 
service considering its financial 
limitations; the State Department 
of Public Instruction and _ the 
Southern Association have secured 
improved library facilities for high 
schools; many County Superin- 
tendents have developed county- 





wide school service; individual in- 
stitutions have built up services in 
certain quarters and in some in- 


stanees extended services far be- | 


yond their immediate localities. 


Even so, Kentucky is far behind | 


other states in book service. If 
each member of our Association 
will assist in planning and putting 
plans into effect, I believe more can 
be done in the next five years than 
has been done in the past decade. 
Joy Elmer Morgan said, ‘‘To plan 
beyond the year or the decade into 
the life as a whole; to plan beyond 
the individual to the family, the 
neighborhood, the state and the na- 
tion, and even the world, is to gain 
a new perspective and a new faith 
—a perspective which knows that 
many of the uncertainties of life 
ean be provided for and a faith to 
undertake the task.’’ 

My personal hope is that every 
librarian in the state, every citizen 
who is interested in better reading 
material for children and adults 
will join us in our planning con- 
ference in Frankfort Oct. 10-12. 
We need your counsel, your exper- 
ience, your enthusiasm, and your 
cooperation in working out essen- 
tials—‘‘first things’’ which are 
practical, which can be put into 
ACTION. WE CAN IF WE 
PLAN. 

Mary Floyd, President 
Ky. Library Association. 








ARE YOU A MEMBER 
OF THE A. L. A.? 

Do you know that the Ameri- 
can Library Association helps to 
raise library standards, to ad- 
vance salaries, to provide better 
library tools, and to make li- 
brartes a stronger and more ac 
tive educational force? 

You need the monthly A. L. A. 
Bulletin to keep you informed 
about library progress. 


JOIN NOW 
Personal membership $3.00 
Institutional Membership $5.00 
Application for membership 

may be made to American Li- 
brary Association, 520 N. Michi- 
gan Ave., Chicago, II. 
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Florence Gardiner’s 
Heitho-Sweet 


Nutritious Delicious 
Non-fattening 







Attractively Boxed 






Place Orders Now For 
Christmas 






Address 


FLORENCE GARDINER’S 
HELTHO-SWEET 


Horse Cave, Ky. 
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A LARGER DISCOUNT 
NOW AVAILABLE 


Write For Particulars 


The H. R. Huntting Co. 


Library Specialists 
Springfield, Mass. 


—o— 


Transportation Paid On All 
BOOK ORDERS 
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See the new 


COMPTON’S 


Before making an 
Encyclopedia purchase 


Practical - Reliable 
Up-to-the-Minute 


F. E. COMPTON & CO. 
Chicago 
A..M. TRESSEL, State Mer. 
4829 Reading Rd. Cincinnati, O. 
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ACTION TO FOLLOW 


PLANNING 
by 
John G. Barrow* 


In attempting to move on from 
theories into deeds we must be real- 
istic. Instead of day-dreaming 
over the ideal of library service in 
Kentucky, we must keep in mind 
the actual economic situation in the 
State, as well as the social, educa- 
tional, financial, and cultural con- 
ditions. (Such facts as_ these: 
Whereas the mean annual per 
capita income ranges from $160 in 
Mississippi to $749 in Connecticut, 
in Kentucky it is $252; in the mean 
value of farms Kentucky ranks 
43d among the States; in the mod- 
el tax system formulated by the 
American Tax Association in 1933, 
to determine tax-paying ability and 
therefore ability of the States to 
support public services, Kentucky 
ranks 43d). Mr. George V. Gant 
of the TVA has told us that the li- 
brary should not think of itself as 
having a special field of operation 
but should offer its unique techni- 
que to all workers, serve all educa- 
tional and social programs. If this 
is an understatement of our mis- 
sion, at least we must see our work 
in its relation to other services, 
some of which are well established 
and very successful, such as the 
work of the county agents, public 
health service, and the schools. 

Complete library service can’t be 
assured, especially in a State like 
Kentucky, without federal, state, 
and local support. In any ecom- 
munity the interest, enthusiasm, 
and pledged cooperation of a con- 
siderable number of citizens will 
have to be found or aroused, 
awakened or created, before any at- 
tempt is made to establish library 
service. Given this, it would be a 
rare county or region that could 
support the library facilities it 
needs. Every section of Kentucky 
has to look to Frankfort for supple- 
mentary aid. When we see what 
is being done already in Arkansas, 
Louisiana, and a few other States, 
we wonder if we may be allowed a 
little optimism. Still, Kentucky 
being as poor as it is, Frankfort 
has to hope for federal subsidy for 
a large proportion of its program. 

The WPA is rendering a great 
service, in Kentucky as well as else- 


where. Reports from _ various 
States show that the WPA program 
varies with localities; but we can 
be sure that the Kentucky con- 
tingent. of WPA _ workers are 
watching the schemes in use else- 
where and are adapting and adjust- 
ing their efforts to the pecular sit- 
uations in Kentucky. Assured the 
active sponsorship of the Library 
Extension Division, the WPA ean’t 
go wrong. , 

. Any opinions about the State set- 
up for library service coming from 
this writer are likely to be naive 
and presumptuous. I hope that by 
the time of the KLA meeting in 
Frankfort others will advance bet- 
ter ideas than I have on this our 
main interest. I believe that the 
consolidation of library efforts in 
one ‘‘Department of Library and 
Archives’’ was a wise move. I am 
not sure, though, that the work is 
as strongly centralized and ef- 
ficiently administered as we desire. 
With the exception of the business 
of school, college, and University 
libraries, this Department should 
be responsible for all library facili- 
ties and activities under State sup- 
port. The Library Extension Di- 
vision, the arm of the State Li- 
brary, should reach out into every 
corner of the State wherever need 
exists. It should not attempt too 
much. For instance, it seems to 
me that State departments in 
Frankfort needing reading ma- 
terials should be served by the 
State Library; also that many in- 
quiries that come to the Division 
would be shunted to the University 
Library.. While its funds are so 
limited, it should avoid fields al- 
ready being covered to some extent 
by loeal libraries or other extension 
agencies. Although the whole State 
is its rightful field of operation, it 
should conserve its resources by re- 
ferring many inquiries to local li- 
braries and by refusing to operate 
in regions known to be well served 
by TVA, WPA, Berea College ex- 
tension library, ete., until such 
time as it can absorb those efforts. 
ALA headquarters have issued 
some fine material on what is being 
done in various States by: the li- 
brary agencies and offered fine sug- 
gestions. 

The KLA is thinking in terms 
of various sections of the State, 


gathering information and draw- 
ing up plans for improvement. In 
Western Kentucky within the year 
there has been organized from 
Murray State Teachers College, 
with the cooperation of the Library 
Extension Division and the TVA, a 
scheme for library service in the 
region of the Gilbertsville Dam. At 
Frankfort we will hear reports 
from the Bowling Green region, 
Jefferson ‘County, and Central 
Kentucky. Eastern Kentucky is 
our most challenging region: forty- 
four counties with fourteen very 
small public libraries, having one 
book to every eighteen members of 
the population! The public school 
libraries are far from adequate. 
About twenty-five private colleges 
and community centers try to serve 
outsiders who come to them for 
books. A few send books out. The 
Library Extension Division, of 
course, does the largest amount of 
book service of any one agency. 
The WPA, with its Pack Horse li- 
braries (which seem to be gradual- 
ly settling into definite localities) 
has been demonstrating what might 
be done; but local enthusiasm and 
larger financial backing are much 
needed. The University of Ken- 
tucky and a number of other agen- 
cies are active, in varying degrees. 

The very alert Kentucky Citi- 
zens’ Library League will continue 
its support of the KLA program. 
It has live organizations in eight 
regions and hopes to effect organ- 
ization in others soon. 

This partial outline of what the 
KLA Planning Committee has 
been thinking about ‘this summer 
can not cover public libraries, 
school libraries, library training, 
and other phases of our task; but 
if you have taken the trouble to 
read it, perhaps you will be ready 
to discuss these practical problems 
when we get together in Frankfort. 
*Librarian, Berea College Library. 





ATTENTION LIBRARIANS 


Orders will be taken at Regis- 
tration Desk for the Kentucky 
Library Directory, compiled by 
Junior Section of Kentucky Li- 
brary Association. Every li- 
brary should have a copy of this 
Directory. 

















Page 6 


K. L. A. BULLETIN 





THE W. P. A. BECOMES 
NATIVE 
By 
Haro_p F. BrigHam* 


Significant changes are impend- 
ing in the operation of the W. P. A. 
State-Wide Library Project. The 
purpose of these changes is to iden- 
tify all W. P. A. library activities 
more closely with accepted plans 
for the development of library 
services in Kentucky, and thus to 
assure the maximum contribution 
of W. P. A. toward the improve- 
ment and extension of library 
services on a permanent basis. 

In 1933 the K.L.A. Survey Com- 
mission produced a State Plan for 
the development of library services 
of all kinds. In 1939 a report of 
progress on the Survey recommen- 
dations was presented at the Louis- 
ville Conference. In this report 
large contributions of W. P. A. ap- 
peared throughout, indicating the 
important part that W. P. A. is 
playing in achieving many of the 
goals of library planning. 

However, the operation of the 
W. P. A. State-Wide Library Proj- 
ect, it is felt, has not been closely 
enough identified with the active 
library groups or interests respon- 
sible for state planning and re- 
sponsible in the last analysis for 
securing permanent results, name- 
ly, the Library Extension Division 
at Frankfort, the Kentucky Li- 
brary Association, and the Ken- 
tucky Citizens Library League. 

A series of recent conferences 
with W. P. A. authorities in Ken- 
tucky gives assurance of changes 
in policy and operation which will 
identify the Library Extension Di- 
vision actively with the state W. 
P. A. as sponsor and co-supervisor. 
It is proposed to set up an office 
of associate supervisor of the W. P. 
A. State-Wide Library Project in 
the Frankfort headquarters of the 
Library Extension Division to 
work hand-in-hand with the Divi- 
sion. It is also proposed to give 
the principal supervisor of the 
Project in Louisville and his as- 
sociate in Frankfort more respon- 
sibility in the actual direction and 
administration of the W. P. A. 
state library program. Further- 
more, it is planned to form a funce- 
tioning Advisory Committee to be 


composed of the Secretary of the 
Library Extension Division and a 
number of librarians and laymen 
selected to represent the Kentucky 
Library Association and the Ken- 
tucky Citizens Library League. 

Announcement may soon be ex- 
pected from Miss Elizabeth Fuller- 
ton. State Director of Professional 
and Service Projects for W. P. A., 
indicating the personnel and plans 
for the State-Wide Library Proj- 
ect. This project seeks and re- 
quires the full cooperation of all 
librarians, all established libraries, 
and of Friends of Libraries 
throughout the State; in order that 
it may become a vital instrument 
for the improvement and extension 
of library services on a permanent 
basis. 
*Librarian, Louisville Free Public 
Library. 

% & * 
KENTUCKY CITIZENS’ 
LIBRARY LEAGUE 


K-now the facets, 

C-ooperate, 

L-ove the work, and 

L-ibraries will grow. 
Greetings: 

Another year has passed and it 
is almost time for Library workers 
and friends to hold their confer- 
enee. report progress, and make 
plans for the coming year. 

It takes a long time to develop 
a sentiment, and still longer to pro- 
duce results. With two-thirds of 
Kentucky’s population without any 
type of library service it is evident 
that we need to create sentiment 
and to produce results. This is 
the program mapped out by the 
Kentueky Citizen’s Library 
League, and some progress” has 
been made. 

Organization has been started, 
the wheels of machinery set in mo- 
tion. But it takes oil to keep any 
machinery moving—in this case the 
K. C. L. L. has been handicapped 
by lack of funds with which to 
‘‘earry on’’. If we are to convince 
people of the need and value of li- 
brary service then we must cireu- 
late literature in quantities suffi- 
cient to reach many people. Up 
to date this has not been done; 
funds for printing, postage, ete. 
have been too limited for us to 
make much headway, 
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We. need more ‘‘Friends of Li- 
braries’’—more individuals who 
know the situation and who will 
spread abroad the facts. 

Just now, when the fates of Eu- 
ropean and Asiatic nations hang 
in the balance, when our own coun- 
try is troubled by Defense pro- 
grams, those who went through the 
1914-1918 years and the later de- 
pression, realize that the demands 
on our libraries are going to be 
greater than ever—and that finan- 
cial support will be more inade- 
quate for those demands. It be- 
hooves all who are interested in li- 
braries to band together to devise 
ways and means of making it pos- 
sible for our libraries to serve all 
in a better way. The K. C. L. L. 
offers YOU the opportunity of 
helping achieve such program. WE 
NEED YOU. 

If you have attended a confer- 
ence of the K. L. A. and the K. C. 
L. L. then you will not let minor 
matters keep you away this year. 
If you have not had that pleas 
ure then give yourself a treat by 
going to Frankfort October 10-12 
for this Library Conference. The 
Citizens’ meeting will be held at 
the New Capital Hotel on Friday 
October 11, with a business session 
before noon followed by a !uncheon 
and program. More details will be 
mailed to you later. 

At this meeting we wish to make 
plans for the coming year—plans 
big enough to appeal to busy, cap- 
able men and women,—plans easy 
to achieve if every one who real- 
izes the need will ‘help. In the 





afternoon Dr. John G. Barrow, of 4 


Berea, will lead a panel discussion 
of the Library Situation in Ken- 
tucky and we wish all citizens 
present to hear this number. 

During the past year the K. C. 
L. L. has helped with the K. L. A. 
legislative campaign; it has helped 
with the state-wide Essay Contest; 
it has striven to create sentiment 
for libraries. 

Three lay members of the K. C. 
L. L. attended the Citizens pro- 
grams of the American Library 
Association’s Conference in Cinein- 
nati last May, and their report will 
be given at Frankfort. . 

Mrs. A. S. Garainer, 
President Kentucky Citizens’ 
Library League. 
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KY, CITIZENS’ LIBRARY 
LEAGUE ACTIVITIES 
FOR 1939-1940. 


Eight regions were organized 
throughout the state. An essay 
contest, ‘‘Why Kentucky Needs 
State-wide Library Service’’, was 
sponsored. Three hundred sixty- 
four essays were received, repre- 
renting eighty-five schools in fifty- 
nine counties. The cash prizes 
were donated by officers and 
friends of the K. C. L. L., the 
books by Junior Literary Guild, 
and the encyclopedias by the 
World Book Company and Comp- 
ton’s. 

Prizes were awarded to the fol- 
lowing in grades 7-9: 

Ist prize, $10.00, Naomi Dunean, 
Pine Knot High School. ,,Comp- 
ton’s Eneyelopedia to the school. 

2nd prize, $7.50, Mary Elizabeth 
Klingberg, Lasalette School, Cov- 
ington, Ky. 

3rd prize, $5.00, Jane T. MeCall, 
Leitehfield High School. 

4th prize, Book, Bobby Jo Tur- 
ley, Jr., Mt. Sterling City Schools. 

For grades 10-12: 

Ist prize, $10.00, Martha Mae 
Martin, Waddy High_ School, 
World Book Eneyelepedia to the 
school. 


2nd prize, $7.50, Sallie Hogue, 


. Harrodsburg High School, 


3rd_ prize, $5.00, Ursula March 
Davidson, Hindman High School. 

4th prize, Book, Harold Long, 
Dixie High School, Covington, Ky. 

The judges were: Virgil Steed, 
Fayette County Farm Bureau, 
Lexington, Edna J. Grauman, 
Head of Reference Department, 
Louisville Free Public Library; 
Isaac A. Bowles, attorney, Hazard, 
Kentucky. 

* *° 
KENTUCKY YOUTHS SHOW 
LIBRARY CONDITIONS 
IN ESSAYS 


‘“*Wuy Kentucky NEeEps StTATte- 
WIDE LIBRARY SERVICE’’ 


The following excerpts from the 
eight winning essays show these 
young Kentuckians realize one of 
the state’s greatest needs. 

‘*T think that libraries are very 
essential to all of us. We want an 
‘equal chance’. Books help to make 
this equal chance. In our own 
state sixty-+even per cent of the 
people are without publie library 
service. Sixty-one counties are 
without libraries. 1,748,535 peo- 
ple are without this service. There 
have been increases in the number 
of books in libraries. There has 
been an increase in the number of 
books circulated. But, there has 
to be more. It is getting better, 
but it has to get better than that!’’ 


Bobby Joe Turley, 
Mt. Sterling City School 
Grade 8. 


‘*To have complete, convenient- 
ly located libraries is not enough. 
We must educate our people to use 
them. We must break through the 
ignorance of indifference of the 
population and get them to realize 
what a library means. 


Libraries should not be urban in- 
stitutions only. They should be 
within easy access of our rural 
communities. By means of federal 
aid and her own funds Kentucky 
may come to the aid of rural com- 
munities and give them the mental 
food for which they have long been 
starving. Let it not be said of 
Kentucky that any man, woman, or 
child has died of mental starva- 
tion.’’ 

Mary Elizabeth Klingenberg, 
La Salette Academy 
Grade 9 


‘*At present, terrible conflict is 
being waged in Europe. As every 
one knows, the main reason for this 
war is the keeping of the truth 
from the common people. 


Now, all statesman, politicians, 
and business leaders are agreed 
that the one and only way of keep- 
ing America out of war is to edu- 
eate America, But how ean 
America be edueated without li- 
brary service, admittedly the one 
necessity of extensive education. 
That which applies to America ap- 
plies to Kentucky. 


Then, too, is there any Kentuck- 
ian. so heartless as to deny fellow 
native the joy of sharing Dickens, 
Poe, Shakespeare, Emerson, Kip- 
ling, and. many others of the great 
poets and writers? We must band 
together and resolve that Kentucky 
should not be ‘one of the most 
backward states in the Union’.”’ 

Harold Long 
Dixie Heights High School 
Grade 12. 


‘*Tf we have a high school library 
isn’t that adequate service? No, 
I think'it isn’t. All people cannot 
get books from there. 

America is a great nation with 
many problems. But I think the 
problems of library service and li- 
braries are just as important as 
buying of battleships and ‘war ma- 
terials. If people cannot get books 
that tell the truth about war, how 
are they to know whether they will 
be justified in going into war? Af- 
ter all, these people help rule the 
nation. Do we want a nation of 
backward people beeause they 
haven’t the advantage of good li- 
brary service ?’’ 

Jane T. MeCall 
Leitehfield High School 
Grade 9. a 


‘‘Elementary schools need li- 
braries as much as high schools, 
but they hardly ever have as good 
a library. A public community li- 
brary would serve all ages and 
classes of people. ’ 

Many people in Kentucky are so 
poor they regard books as a luxury. 
About half the people do not read 
books, but if free books are sup- 
plied they will read them. The 
need for books among rural people 
is very great. Until recently, the 
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farm folk were not conscious of a 
lack of books, but this modern age 
of. easy transportation and com- 
munication has changed this atti- 
tude.”’ 
Naomi Dunean 
Pine Knot High School 
Grade 9. 


‘An opponent of state-wide li- 
brary service might contend the 
school library is sufficient for edu- 
eational needs; however, no school 
library beeause of the limited na- 
ture of the material can ever sup- 
ply the needs of the general public. 
Statistics state that only families 
with a $3,000 income ean afford 
books ; moreover, these spent only 
$2.24 per year. With the free 
publie library those families with 
the smallest income have reading 
material available.”’ 

Sally Hogue 
Harrodsburg High School 
Grade 10. 


‘*T saw a school house today 
stuck up in a hollow—squeezed be- 
tween two hills. I saw the students 
trustful, eager to learn all they 
could that would prepare them for 
good citizenship. 

I saw a group of men and women 
—serawny, hard-faced, with disap- 
pointment written clearly in the 
lines of their faces. They are 
graduates of the little log school- 
house. Years ago they memorized 
their text books and went out upon 
their own. I heard them talking, 
too... 

‘Yep, it’s plain foolishness 
sendin’ them younguns to school. 
I went a long time—what good did 
it do me? Hain’t seen a book since.’ 

Yes, as I survey this group today 
I knew they had failed—failed mis- 
erably. Perhaps I shouldn’t say 
they had failed. Someone else had 
failed—failed to see that they had 
one great thing—books—books that 
uplift the souls of men and lead 
them on to greater things.’’ 

Ursula Mareh Davidson 
Hindman High School 
Grade 12. 


‘‘Therefore, because Kentucky 
falls so far short in adequate li- 
brary service; because there can be 
no real democracy without an en- 
lightened citizenry; because each 
individual has a_ constitutional 
right to equality of opportunity ; 





beeause education is essential to 
active, inquiring minds; and _ be- 
cause the pleasure and the reerea- 
tion which good reading affords are 
necessary for proper mental and 
moral development, I am heartily 
in favor of the establishment of 
publie library service for all Ken- 
tuckians, and I hereby pledge my 
influence and endeavor toward 
that end. Martha MaeMartin 
Waddy High School 
trade 11. 
* * * 
CERTIFICATION TO BE DIS- 

CUSSED AT CONFERENCE 

The State Board for the Certifi- 
eation of Librarians will have a 
place on the Friday morning pro- 
gram at Frankfort, October 11, for 
discussion of the proposed Plan for 
Graded Certificates as outlined in 
its letter to members of the K. L. 
A., July 18, 1940. 

Suggestions for improvement of 
the Plan will be cordially weleome 
in this discussion. Questions are 
also invited which may help to 
elarify points in question. 

H. F. Brigham, Chairman 
State Certification Board. 
* * a7 


JUNIOR SECTION 


All Junior librarians are urged 
to attend the Junior Breakfast 
(45e) at the Chimney Corner, Fri- 
day, October 11. 

An important meeting will fol- 
low. Mrs. Ruth Field will report 
progress of Kentucky Library Di- 
rectory, Anna Ray Tydings will 
discuss membership. 

A discussion of the project for 
1940-41 will follow. Election of 
officers will be held. We need the 
support of every Junior librarian 
in Kentucky. 

Eleanor Sehmitt, 
Acting Chairman. 
*& * = 
ATTENTION 
High School Librarians! 


Don’t miss High School Section 

Breakfast 

October 12, 8 A. M. 
Frankfort Hotel 

Mr. Mark Godman, State Super- 
visor of Schools will speak at the 
meeting following. School Super- 
intendents and Principals are cor- 
dially invited to attend, 





MEMO: 


TO LIBRARIANS 

who attended the con- 

vention at Berea in 1937. 
Our latchstring is still out for 
you at our quiet, restful Colonia] 
Inn— 


Boone Tavern 
Plan now to spend a week end 
with us this fall when the leaves 
are turning. You will want to 
visit our Student Industry Sales- 
rooms while here to make Christ- 
mas selections. 

If interested, our new Christmas 
gift catalog will be mailed on 
request. 


Berea College 


Student Industries 
BEREA — KENTUCKY 








ATTENTION!! 
K. L. A. and K. C. L. L. 


Members 
one 
Visit Kentucky’s 
Newest Equipped 
Stationery 
and Book Store 
easdibieaice 
FRANKFORT OFFICE & 
SUPPLY CO. 
2¢2 W. Main St. Phone 216 
Frankfort, Ky. 














“Always Better Bindings” 


Have You Tried 


“Winckler” Reprints 
and 
“Winckler” Juvenile 


Pre-Library Bound 
New Books 


Order Sheets Sent On Request 


REPRINTS AT NEW REDUCED 
PRICES 


The Winckler Bindery 


1¢€8 W. Central Parkway 
Cincinnati 
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THE 500TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
MODERN PRINTING 


LOUISVILLE’S CELEBRATION 


The Louisville Library Club and 
the printers of the city are making 
plans jointly for a ecommunity- 
wide observance of the 500th anni- 
yersary of printing. The week of 
October 20 has been designated as 
the week set aside for the celebra- 
tion in Louisville. The feature of 
this week will be a special! banquet 
at the Pendennis Club on Monday 
night, October 21 at 6:30 P. M. 
The principal speaker who has been 
secured for the occasion is Mr. 
Douglas MeMurtrie, noted typo- 
grapher known to all librarians. 
Tickets are $1.25 each and Mrs. 
Marion W. Stoner, librarian of the 
Highland Braneh .Library will 
have charge of the dinner reserva- 
tions. 

Local stores will feature in their 
windows displays of unusual books 
emphasizing the history of printing 
in Kentucky, also the relation of 
printing to everyday life. All 
Publie, Special, School and College 
Libraries throughout the city will 
have exhibits attracting attention 
to the observance. 

We hope Kentucky librarians 
will visit Louisville sometime dur- 
ing the week of October 20. All 
are cordially invited to make reser- 
vations for the banquet. 


Florinne Kammerer, Chairman 
Printing Celebration Committee 
Louisville Library Club, 

* 7 RR 


EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE 
TO BE HELD AT U. OF K. 


October 26th is the date set for 
the conference on school library 
problems at the Edueational Con- 
ference at the University of Ken- 
tucky. Dr. Bernice Leary of Chi- 
cago University and Row Peterson 
Company and Miss Laura Martin, 
Associate Professor in the Depart- 
ment of Library Science of the 
University of Kentucky, will be the 
principal speakers. 

The theme of the conference is 
Periodicals in the Guidance Pro- 
gram for Youth. Miss Martin will 
diseuss ‘Personal Adjustment 
through Magazines’? and Dr. 


ee ‘‘Undesirable Periodicals 


for Youth—What Shall We Do 
About the Problem ?”’ 

Miss Azile Wofford of the faeul- 
ty of the Department of Library 
Seience of the University of Ken- 
tucky will be discussion leader and 
Miss Mildred Semmons, Section 
chairman, will preside. 

* * * , 
SOUTHEASTERN LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION TO BE 
HELD IN SAVANNAH, 
GEORGIA 

An interesting program is 
planned for the Southeastern Li- 
brary Association when it meets in 
Savannah on October 23, 24, 25. 
Kentucky librarians are urged to 
attend. Headquarters will be at 
the De Soto Hotel. Special rates 
are offered: Single rooms $2.50, 
rooms with twin beds $5.00. 

& * * 
NATIONAL BOOK WEEK TO 
BE CELEBRATED 
NOV. 10-16 
The American Library Associa- 
tion has prepared a leaflet, ‘‘Sug- 
gestions for Book Week’’, which 
they will send librarians and .edu- 
eators free on request. Write 
American Library Association, 520 

N. Michigan Ave., Chicago, Il. 

Exhibits of new children’s books 
will be available for Book Week in 
Public Libraries and __ schools 
through the Library Extension Di- 
vision. Reservations will be made 
in order of requests received. If 
interested, write Library Extension 
Division, Old ‘Capitol, Frankfort, 
Ky. : 

Sd * #8 
A. L. A. MID-WINTER 
MEETING 

The American Library Associa- 
tion will hold its mid-winter meet- 
ing December 27-30, at the Drake 
Hotel in Chicago. 

x % * 

NEW LIBRARY SCIENCE IN- 
STRUCTOR AT UNIVERSITY 
OF KENTUCKY 

Miss Laura Martin, of Long 
Beach, California, graduate of Uni- 
versity of California and Univer- 
sity of Chicago, is now instructor 
of library science at the University 
of Kentucky. 

Miss Martin’s text book, ‘‘Pe 
riodicals for the High School’’ will 
be published this fall. 








Gaylord Bros. 


Incorporated 


Originators and Makers 
of Better 
Library Furniture 
and Supplies 


Syracuse, N. Y. Stockton, Calif. , 


Kentucky Representative: 


MR. THOMAS D. BAILEY 
















Everything for the Office 


at our 
2 Stores 


333 W. Walnut Street 


AND 


410-412 W. Main Street 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 
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Kast Bindery 
Service 


WE BIND 
LIBRARY BOOKS AND 


MAGAZINES, ETC. . 


112 EAST CHESTNUT ST. 


LOUISVILLE, KY. 
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KENTUCKY LIBRARIANS RE- 
NEW ACQUAINTANCES AT 
Acle*A. CONFERENCE 


Mdre than ninety Kentucky li- 
Brarians, or librarians who still 
claim. Kentucky, gathered at break- 
fast during the American Library 
Association Conference at Cincin- 
nati. Among the out of state li- 
brarians were: Misses Marilla Free- 
man, Cleveland Publie Library; 
Jennie M. Flexner, N. Y. Public 
Library; May Wood Wiggington, 
Denver Public Library; Cora 
M. Beatty, A. L. A. Head- 
quarters, Mary Brown Humphrey, 
State University of Iowa Li- 
brary; Pearl Henesley, Public Li- 
brary, Roanoke, Virginia; Hilda 
Limper, Riverside, Illinois; Kath- 
ryn Sullivan, Publie Library, Lake- 
wood, Ohio; Dorothy Rogers, New 
Brunswick, New Jersey: Annie 
Sue Montgomery, Evansville, Indi- 
ana; Marguerite Goodfriend, Lu- 
eretia Williams, and Clarece Nich- 
ols, of the University of Illinois; 
Inez Webb Noyes. Syracuse Uni- 
versity Library; Mary Downing, 
Cineinnati Publie Library, Ruth 
Budd, Library School, New Jersey 
College for Women; Emily Gar- 
rett, White Plains Publie Library, 
White Plains, New Jersey; Freda 
M. Heller, Ohio State University, 
Columbus, Ohio; Frances Mackey, 
Tennessee Wesleyan College, Ath- 
ens, Tenn.; Fred Folmes, State 
University of Iowa Library; Hen- 
rietta Howell and Edna C. Gordon, 
both of the Florida State College 
for Women, Tallahassee. Florida; 
Clara A. Davies, Illinois State Li- 
brary, Springfield, Illinois; Ruth 
Ringo, Department of Justice Li- 
brary, Washington, D. C. and 
Bertha Gunterman of Longmans, 
Green and Company, N. Y. 

eee 


MISS AMBROSIA THOMAS 
RETIRES 


Miss Ambrosia Thomas, who has 
been an active member of the Cir- 
culation Department since the 
Louisville Free Public Library 
opened its doors to the publie in 
1904, is retiring from active library 
service. 

Miss Thomas spent several years 
as an assistant in the Polytechnic 
Library before the birth ‘of the 
Louisville Free Publie Library. 


Her enthusiasm for her work 
and her love of people won for her 
a place in the hearts of many li- 
brary patrons. The public as well 
as the library will miss her. We 
wish her happiness in her new leis- 
ure. 


eee 
CHANGES IN LIBRARIANS IN 
KENTUCKY 


Miss Carolyn Reading resigned 
her position as Reference assistant, 
Extension Division, Frankfort, to 
accept a position at the University 
of Kentucky Library. 

Miss Mary Elizabeth Earle, Pike- 
ville College librarian was appoint- 
ed in her place. 

Miss Ardienne Mason, Univer- 
sity of Kentucky graduate to suc- 
ceeded Miss Earle at Pikeville Col- 
lege. 

Miss Cleona Case, Cataloger 
Union College, has accepted a posi- 
tion at LeMoyne College, Memphis. 

Mrs. Vincent Jones sueceeded 
Mrs. Rose G. Ross as Librarian at 
Glasgow. 

Miss Etta Beale Grant is eata- 
loger, and Alfred Rawlinson is Re- 
gional Librarian at Murray State 
Teachers College. 

Miss Inez Poe is T. V. A. Camp 
Librarian at Gilbertsville. 

Miss Ida Greenleaf is Frances 
Mason’s successor at Eastcrn State 
Teachers College, Richmond. 

Mrs. J. A. Patterson is Mrs. 8. C. 


Kirkpatrick’s sueeessor at Hod- 
gensville. 
Miss Laura K. Martin, Long 


Beach California, is Associate Pro- 
fessor, Dept. of Library Science, 
University of Kentucky. 

Mrs. Sarah R. Graham, Assist- 
ant Cataloger University of Louis- 
ville, resigned to work on her mas- 
ters degree in Library Science at 
the University of Illinois Library 
School. 

Miss Floweree Heckert was ap- 
pointed Assistant Cataloger, Uni- 
versity of Louisville Library. She 


is a graduate of the University of 


Kansas City, Mo., and of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois Library School. 

Miss Mary C. Watson was ap- 
pointed Cireulation Assistant, Uni- 
versity of Louisville Library. She 
is a graduate of University of Ken- 
tucky and University of Illinois Li- 
brary School. Her home is in Pa- 
ducah, Ky. 


Miss Rosa Fudold of Parkland 
Junior High School is now Mrs, 
Mark Green. 

Miss Pauline Willmot of Halleck 
Hall resigned to marry Mr| Turner 
Clark. 

Miss Martha Boaz, librarian of 
Jeffersontown High School re. 
signed to accept a position in W. 
Virginia. 

Miss Gertrude Bass, graduate of 
the University of Louisville, is now 





IN MEMORIAM 


THOMAS ADAMS JOHNSON 


Born May 31, 1865, Breckinridge 
County, Virginia. 
Died November 9, 1939, Louis- 
ville, Ky. 

Dr. Johnson was engaged in 
many religious and educational 
activities, having done Y. M. C. 
A. work in Virginia as a young 
man, served as the pastor of 
Baptist churches in Hagertown, 
Maryland, Madison, Indiana and 
Louisville, Ky., edited the Bap- 
tist World from 1908 until 1916 
and was the first full-time li- 
brarian at the Baptist Theologi- 
cal Seminary. He rendered faith- 
ful service in this capacity’ from 
July 1, 1916 until his death. 


MARY BALDWIN PRATT 


Born Jan. 3, 1854, Lexington, Ky. 
Died Dec. 28, 1939, Lexington, 
Ky. 


Known in Louisville as “the 
pioneer branch librarian,” Miss 
Pratt served for twenty-six years 
as librarian of the Highland 
branch of the Louisville Public 
Library, having started in 1902 
the practice of lending books 
free of charge from the Highland 
car barn. A few years later the 
unit originated by Miss Pratt be- 
came housed in a new building, 
where she devoted her years of 
service as a librarian. 

After her retirment a few years 
ago, she voluntarily establishea 
a free library at Pineville and 
continued her active interest in 
library work until her death. 


EUNICE HOUSTON 


Born July 6, 1905, Louisville, Ky. 
Died Jan, 8, 1940, Louisville, Ky. 
Miss Houston entered the Li- 
brary Training class of the 
Louisville Free Public Library, 
Sept., 1924. She served as an 
assistant at the Jefferson Branch 
library for a short time and later 
in the Reference Department 
where she remained until her 
death. 
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an assistant in the Stations and Ex- 
tension Department of the Louis- 
ville Free Publie Library. 

Miss Mary Murray Lincoln, 
graduate of Nazareth College, is 
now an assistant in the Jefferson 
Branch of the Louisville Free Pub- 
lie Library. 

Mrs. Emily Couch resigned her 
position with the Louisville Free 
Public Library. 

Miss Adaline Lewman resigned 
her position in the Cireulation De- 
partment of the Louisville Free 
Public Library to become Mrs. Ed- 
ward Sullivan. 

Mr. Ewing C. Baskett, a gradu- 
ate of the Peabody Library School, 
is the new librarian of the Law Li- 
brary of the University of Ken- 
tucky. 

*« aa & 
LIBRARIES AND THE 
NATIONAL DEFENSE 

PROGRAM* 


Because defense of democracy is 
as essential in the realm of thought 
as in the realm of action, libraries 
should heavily duplicate needed 
reading matter and provide addi- 
tional librarians to carry the serv- 
ice far beyond the library’s walls 
and present clientele. 

The danger of losing sight of the 
democracy in any great crisis and 
the need to prepare for the inevi- 
table reconstruction should lead li- 
braries to give increasing attention 
to the promotion of interest in 
free speech, tolerance, freedom 
from censorship; in necessary re- 
adjustments for a saner interna- 
tional order ; in social and economic 
democracy ; and in respect for the 
cultural achievements of all na- 
tions. 

Libraries should help make de- 
mocracyv work by encouraging 
reading on all social, economic, 
and political problems, local, na- 


tional and international; and 
should recognize our country’s 
vital interest in Latin America 


and the obligation to help North 
Americans understand their neigh- 
bors. 

The emergency should not be al- 
lowed to jeopardize the mainte- 
hance on a satisfactory scale of the 
library’s normal services. _Re- 
search and reference service, educa- 
tion, the dissemination of informa- 


tion, and the maintenance of mo- 


] 
| 


rale through reading are more es- | 


sential now than in normal times 


and lack of library service in large | 
areas of the country is much more | 


serious. Efforts of local, 
and federal authorities to fill the 
gaps should be eccelerated. 
WHat LIBRARIANS CAN Do 
I. Military establishments. 


state, | 


State, public, and some college | 


and university libraries: Provide 
temporary and _ supplementary 


service to military camps and offer | 


special privileges to officers and 
men desiring them. 


State library associations, state | 
library agencies, and local libra- | 
ries: Consider the problems in- | 
volved in rendering service to men | 


in temporary training camps. 
Colleges, technical 


and vocational schools: Insist upon — 
the necessity of using some of the | 
available federal funds for books | 


and library service. 
II. Industrial Preparedness. 
All libraries: Allot increasing 


portions of book budgets for ma- | 


terials relating to industrial pre- 
paredness, 

Libraries and. library associa- 
tions, and technical associations: 
Take steps to facilitate ready loca- 
tion and interlibrary loan of books 
important to managers and re- 
search workers in defense indus- 
tries. Cooperate fully with the 
special committee. 

Libraries and library associa- 
tions: Give inereasing attention to 
technical manuals and other publi- 
cations at about the trade school 
level and to the helpful fugitive 
materials published by trade as- 
sociations and others. 

State, local, and federal agen- 
cies: Cooperate in insuring provi- 
sion of the books that will be need- 
ed by vocational schools, C. C. C. 
camps, N. Y. A., W. P. A., and 
other training centers. 

The American Library Associa- 
tion has just published a book list 
entitled, Industrial Training for 
National Defense, compiled by 
‘Charles M. Mohrhardt, chief of the 
Technology Department of the De- 
troit Public Library. Write for 
pamphlet. 


*Condensed article ‘‘Libraries and the Nation- 
al Defense’ A. L. A. 
1940 
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World Book 
Encyclopedia 


Recommended for first pur- 
chase by educators 


NEW 1939 EDITION 


Write for free pamphlet, “A 
Comparison of Democracy, Com- 
munism, Fascism”. 


Ss. C. CALLISON 
2113 Speed Ave. 
Louisville, Kentucky 
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Edwin Allen Company 
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The Louisville 


News Company 
1018-1020 W. Market St. 
Louisville, Kentucky 
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BOOKS OF ALL PUBLISHERS 
AT WHOLESALE 
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Catalogue on Request 











‘Miss Sara Tyler 
Western Ky. State Teachers College 


Bowling Green, Ky 
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SCANNING THE YEARS 

Kentucky was in the front ranks 
of early library development, for 
in the year 1796 some of the citi- 
zens of Lexington proposed the for- 
mation of a library for the benefit 
of the students of Transylvania 
University and the citizens of Lex- 
ington. This was the first library 
ever established west of the Alle- 
gheny Mountains. On November 
29, 1800, the library was incorpo- 
rated by an act of-the legislature. 

The Lexington Library Com- 
pany continued under this act un- 
til 1898 when the City of Lexing- 
ton obtained, from the Legislature 
an act enabling it to acquire and 
eonduct a free public library. 

Mr. Andrew Carnegie donated 
$60,000 for the erection of a pub- 
lie library building and in 1902 the 
Lexington Library Company do- 
nated tothe Lexington .Publie. Li- 
brary all its. property. 

Though the citizens of Lexington 
were the only Kentuckians to have 
established a library before 1800, 
others in the state’ were becoming 
‘library minded’’ and in 1811 
Louisville opened its first public li- 
brary in the’new court house. This 
was followed by more than a dozen 
other libraries, chief of which was 
the famous Kentucky Library. In 
1878 its property passed into the 
hands of the Polytechnie Society 
of Kentucky, which for twenty-five 
years maintained a subscription li- 


brary and free reading room. In 
1902 the city received $250,000 


from Andrew Carnegie for a main 
library building and later $200 000 


additional for eight branches. The 
Polytechnic Society merged into 


this Free Public Library, and in 
May, 1905. the new library opened 
its doors to the public. 

Other Kentucky communities 
took up the idea of a public library 
and in 1870, Mt. Sterling estab- 
lished the Athenaeum Library. 
which was followed by Danville 
opening a subscription library in 
1893. Nicholasville and Shelby- 
ville established libraries in 1899 





and the Covington Publie Library 


opened its doors in 1900. In 1901 
Harrodsburg, Knottsville and 


Wickliffe established libraries. The 
same year, 1902, that Lexington 
and Louisville opened their library 
doors as Free Libraries, Bardstown 
established a publie library. 

In 1903 the Carnegie Publie Li- 
brary was opened in Padueah; this 
was followed by Henderson Public 
Library opening its doors in 1904. 
In 1905 both Paris and Versailles 
established public libraries ; Somer- 
set in 1906, and in 1908 Frankfort, 
Hickman and Laureneeburg, while 
Morehead established a library in 
1909. Thus we see Kentucky had 
a very good start in the race for 
library development even before 
1910, but if we glance over late li- 
brary statistics we find that most of 
the other states in the union have 
left her far behind. 

According to the Av GE. A> report 
of 1936, 63% of Kentucky’s popu- 
lation is without free library serv- 
ice, which ranks our state 39th 
among the states. Less than 10¢ 
per capita is spent in Kentucky for 
publie library service. This amount 
is the lowest spent by any state for 
publie library service. 

What can we librarians do to 
help pull for our Kentucky librar- 
ies on the ‘‘stretch’’ as the Ken- 
tuckians before us did as they left 
the ‘‘starting post’’ in the Blue- 
grass back in 1796? 


Geo. A. Flohr Co. 


528 WALNUT STREET 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 





Est. 1899 
LIBRARY PREBOUND 
BINDERS BOOK SELLERS 


Picture and Decorative 


Bindings on All Fiction Books 














COMPLIMENTS 


of 


T. W. Vincent 


Republic Bldg. 


Louisville, Kentucky 




















WEDDING INVITATIONS 
ANNOUNCEMENTS | 
CALLING CARDS r 


BOX STATIONERY 
100 Sheets, 1CO0 Envelopes 
$1.10 Postpaid 


Mayes Printing Co. 


411 S. Third St. Louisville, Ky. 








———4 














WHEN IN NEED OF 
LIBRARY BINDING 
OR 


PRE-BOUND 
NEW BOOKS 


BUY 


“BOUND TO STAY 
BOUND” 


QUALITY 
THERE’S A DIFFERENCE 
YOU’LL LIKE! 


NEW METHOD BOOK }; 
BINDERY, Inc. 


JACKSONVILLE, ILL. 
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